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"Lord, Jesus, in love you created me and you drew me to yourself. May
I never lose sight of you nor forget your steadfast love and

faithfulness." 

- Laudate Daily Prayer



LETTER FROM MRS.
SIMMONS, PRINCIPAL 

During the pandemic, our students were still learning. In the spring of 2020 our
school forged ahead by providing online learning. It wasn’t easy but it was the
right thing to do. 

We continued to uphold many of our annual traditions in nontraditional ways
including an outdoor graduation at McKinley Park. We started the fall of 2020
with the option to attend school online or in person. Thankfully we chose in
person and our students thrived in such a unique environment. Masks were the
norm and learning spread out from peers was our truth. 

Our teachers never wavered from the task of creating faith-filled learners. Our
faculty, staff, and students have mastered the complicated task of attending
school both in person and virtually. 

I look forward to all the things we have yet to accomplish at St. Malachy School. I
am so blessed to be part of this great school and community. 

God Bless,

Mrs. Jennifer Simmons
Principal

Dear St. Malachy community,

I am eager to share with you all the great
accomplishments at St. Malachy School this last
school year. The school year of 2020-2021 was one of
many firsts along with many trials and tribulations.
But, with strength, determination, and dedication
the faculty and staff at St. Malachy School made
sure our students had a momentous year. 

Please note that this report contains photos
taken before the COVID-19 Pandemic and

may contain images of students who are not
socially distanced or wearing face coverings. 

Every effort was made to ensure the
accuracy of this report. We apologize for any

errors or omissions. 



OUR MISSION 
The Mission of St. Malachy School is to develop and inspire learning for life by
providing a world-class education within a Catholic environment for our
students. St. Malachy School provides an environment where students grow in
faith and excel in academics so that they may be leaders in improving society.

Catholic schools in the Diocese of Des Moines are collaborative communities of
spiritual formation and academic excellence, where students grow in faith and
wisdom and emerge as responsible citizens dedicated to the practice of life-long
discipleship. 



OUR VALUES
St. Malachy School has provided a Catholic education to southwest Iowa’s
children since 1870. Although there have been many changes and
advancements at our school over the years, one thing remains the same - St.
Malachy provides a quality education centered on the values of faith, academics
and leadership. 

FAITH
Our school exists to enable students to learn the traditions and doctrines of the
Catholic Church and to carry out the Gospel message of Jesus Christ in their daily
lives. 

ACADEMICS
Our educators apply research-based curriculum and instructional strategies that
enhance the learning of all students.

LEADERSHIP
Our school provides an environment where students grow in faith and excel in
academics today so that they may be leaders in improving society tomorrow. 



OUR TEAM 
Fr. Adam Westphal, Pastor
Jennifer Simmons, Principal
Jenny Purdum, School Secretary
Michelle Moore, Parish Secretary
Katlin Weinkoetz, School Nurse
Lesha Clark, Food Service Director
Ethan Anderson, Cook
Adolfo Saturno, Maintenance
Monica Pettit, Maintenance
Kim Coen, Business Manager
Barb Hudson, Director of RE
Abbie Chesling, PK Teacher/Director
Sarah Dinham, PS/PK Teacher
Bailey Lawler, Kindergarten 

Ann Levine, First Grade 
Janet Meisenheimer, Second Grade
Nicole Burg, Third Grade
Melissa Sickels, Fourth Grade 
Amy Surma, Fifth Grade
Breanna Steinkamp, 6-8 Relgion & SS
Lisa Hensel, 6-8 Language Arts
Steve Birchard, 6-8 Science
Dawna Mitchell, Resource and 6-8 Math
Mike McCabe, PE 
Melody Stoner, K-8 Music and 4-6 Band
Angel Sorden, Library/LEAP/Resource
Sarah Fry, Associate
Chasidy Jones, Associate

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

PTO

TJ Dunphy, President
Jenny Studer, Vice President
Kim Coen, Board Secretary
Beth Knutstrom
Jon Moberg

Lora Pellman 
Scott Wagner 
Leslie Wurster, Secretary
Fr. Adam Westphal, Pastor
Jennifer Simmons, Principal

Tiffany Ossian, President
Michelle Wagner, Vice President
Erin Higgins, Treasurer
Meredith Wulf, Secretary



SCHOOL YEAR 2020-2021
HIGHLIGHTS 

All students participated in a "Cross Walk" during Holy Week. This
annual tradition involves students walking in the footsteps of Christ
as they travel from school to church while reciting the Stations of
the Cross.

St. Malachy’s Film for Faith Crew recorded Masses, musicals and
special events to create promotional videos to celebrate our school
throughout the year. 

In June, faculty attended a two-day conference on Response to
Intervention (RTI). They spent hours planning, designing and
dreaming about our next steps in the process of meeting the needs
of all of our students. 

100 percent of students participated in service-learning across the
Creston community and performed more than 500 hours of
volunteerism. 



SCHOOL YEAR 2020-2021
BY THE NUMBERS 

171
PK-8 Students 

15
New Students (K-8)

$63K
Provided in Tuition Assistance

14:1
Classroom Ratio

37
School Masses

48%
Non-Catholic 

1:1
Device to student ratio

Faculty with
Advanced Degrees

20%



A FAITH-FILLED
ENVIRONMENT 

"Enrolling our kids at Saint Malachy Catholic School has
been the best educational decision that we have made
for our family. From the faith-based approach to the
strong academics to the professional teachers and staff,
Saint Malachy School continues to exceed our
expectations."

- St. Malachy Parents



At St. Malachy, faith formation promotes a relationship with Christ and teaches
students how to live the Gospel through love and service to others. While
Catholic faith is the cornerstone of our school, we welcome students of all faith
traditions. In fact, 48 percent of our students are non-Catholic.

Through the lens of Catholic social teaching, we encourage our students to
respect the diversity, dignity and beliefs of all in pursuit of knowledge and truth
through critical thinking and constructive debate. This helps form strong
principles, a moral center and a vibrant community that celebrates all
achievements for the common good. 

FAITH 



Students in grades PK-8 planned and participated in 37 school
masses. In addition, Father Westphal visited middle school
classrooms every month to share faith teachings. Our faculty
provided 1,280 hours of faith instruction to all students.

FAITH HIGHLIGHTS

Our eighth-graders left a lasting legacy for our school community
by creating a prayer garden in honor of Mother Mary. 

Sixteen students received the Sacrament of Reconciliation and nine
students received the Sacrament of the Eucharist.



EXCELLENCE IN
EDUCATION 

"At an early age, my daughter was encouraged to be
herself and do her very best. Now in high school, she sets
her own high standards and is very aware of the
importance of time management. "

- St. Malachy Parents



St. Malachy Catholic School is fully accredited in the state of Iowa, and we
challenge students to aim higher academically, spiritually and personally
through faith-centered learning and a rigorous academic program aligned with
state standards. Excellence is relentlessly pursued in academics by instilling a
culture of continuous improvement. 

Our Balanced Literacy program uses the Journeys curriculum and we administer
a fluency and comprehension assessment to students three times annually.
These assessments help our faculty develop focused, personalized strategies to
ensure every student becomes proficient in reading. 

We are in the fifth year of adopting the Next Generation Science Standards
(NGSS). Our students experience daily science class, which includes content
study, inquiry-based activities and engineering design projects. 

For math, we use the Go Math curriculum. Go Math is a comprehensive Grade K-
8 mathematics program developed to support the Common Core State
Standards for Mathematics and the NCTM Curriculum Focal Points. Teachers also
supplement their math curriculum with Success Maker Learning. This is an
adaptive, online K-8 math program designed to provide additional individualized
instruction to help students close achievement gaps in their math skills.
 
Throughout the school year, we assess all students to monitor growth and
provide intervention for those in need of additional support or enrichment.  As a
result, our students consistently outperform public and other private school
students on state standardized tests. 

EXCELLENCE 



Middle school science students discovered convection by building
ovens out of pizza boxes and cooking s’mores using solar heat.

We are a 1:1 device to student school and interactive technology
supports student learning and achievement. For example, iPads
equipped with OSMOS helps kindergarten students practice their
reading fluency and comprehension. 

The LEAP science kids built a Sea Perch underwater robot and
launched a successful maiden voyage. Our hope is to take this robot
to competitions during the 2021-2022 school year.

EXCELLENCE HIGHLIGHTS

St. Malachy Alumni Halle Evans, Mallory Tallmon, Haley Simmons
and Megan Pellman were inducted into Creston High School's
National Honor Society. 



A CARING
COMMUNITY 

"Volunteering opportunities and community service help
the students to put their faith into action and to be more
aware and accepting of others. Teachers and staff at
Saint Malachy build students up and promote respect
and responsibility as they prepare the kids to be
productive citizens and future leaders."  

- St. Malachy Parents



Students worked in the Rectory Rerun Thrift Shop.
Students brightened the day for nursing home residents with care cards.
Students sorted and stocked food at the Creston Food Pantry.
Raised funds to support the Nigerian Seminary.
Raised funds to support the Ronald McDonald House.
Participated in Adopt-a-Soldier and Adopt-a-Family programs.
Sent postcards to Alumni. 
Hosted a Christmas tree dedication.
Collected and donated personal care items for the food pantry.

Our school has a rich tradition that binds our community and connects families,
teachers and staff on a deeper level. Because of these relationships, they are
personally invested in the success of our students and schools. 

We believe that parents are the primary educators of their children. Parents are
encouraged to be highly involved in their children’s educational experience by
participating in a variety of volunteer opportunities.

St. Malachy School prides itself on being a school of faith that provides service to
the community. Each year, our students provide 500 hours of service to our local
community.  

During the 2020-2021 school year, our students:

COMMUNITY



COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHTS

After learning how to sew during quarantine, nine-year-old student
Independence Sorensen began making and selling rice
compression pillows. She chose to donate all of her proceeds to St.
Jude Children Research Hospital. When asked about her gift, she
said, “I decided to give to St. Jude because the kids have cancer
there. I want their hospital to be a little bit richer so they can maybe
help them better.”

In March, St. Malachy was a grand prize winner in HyVee's Fuel Your
School Campaign across the midwest. The $5,000 award was used
to add a  new sidewalk to the playground and beautify the school's
campus.

Our students celebrated Catholic Schools Week by decorating the
hallways of our school, making Valentine's Cards for local nursing
home residents, creating tie-dyed shirts, and hosting a state-
themed scavenger hunt.



THE BEST VALUE
IN EDUCATION

“Continual communication is a school strength as
teachers and staff regularly update parents about
student progress and classroom happenings.”

- St. Malachy Parents



The disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic didn’t prevent our students
from receiving a high-quality academic experience rooted in faith. Our faculty
and staff continued to foster positive, caring and faith-filled relationships with all
students and families regardless if a student participated in remote learning or
in-person instruction.

Outside of the classroom, we offered athletic programs that provide students
with an opportunity to learn teamwork, responsibility, dedication and good
sportsmanship. Additionally, enrichment activities and fine arts programs were
available throughout the year to help develop student interests and potential
talents.  

Moreover, an education at St. Malachy Catholic School is an investment in your
child’s future, and no family is turned away for the inability to pay full tuition. 

VALUE



In school year 2020-2021, students participated in clubs, activities
and athletic programs including Biz Town, Creston Athletics,
Band/Honor Band, Civics Club, Choir, Drama, Geography Bee,
Invention Convention, eighth-grade leadership retreat, Science
Fair/Science Bowl, LEAP, and Film for Faith Video Yearbook.

VALUE HIGHLIGHTS 

39 percent of our students received assistance from CTO and school
scholarships totaling $63,287.23 to make a Catholic education at  St.
Malachy possible. 

Twenty-five percent of the 2021 Creston High School valedictorians
were graduates of St. Malachy. 



Cost to Educate = $9,768.94/student
Tuition (parishioner rate) = $2,820/student
Parish subsidy and other support for all students = $6,948.94/student 

We greatly appreciate and understand the financial sacrifice our families make to
provide their children with an education at our school. However, tuition only
covers a portion of the cost to educate a student at our school. The remaining
amount is supported by parish subsidy, private donations, grants and tuition
assistance resources.

Your tuition investment goes towards high-caliber educators, enhanced learning
experiences, the latest technology as well as moral and emotional education for
your child. In addition, we offer tuition solutions and assistance programs — no
family is turned away if they cannot pay full tuition.

In 2020-2021, 39 percent of our students received tuition assistance from the
Catholic Tuition Organization, academic scholarships and tuition grants totaling
over $63,287.23 The average award was $1,004.55 per student.

TUITION AND COST TO EDUCATE

THE COST TO EDUCATE 

TUITION 
29%

PARISH SUBSIDY/
OTHER SUPPORT 71%



TUITION/FEES 
23%

AUXILIARY/MISC. 
23%

CTO ASSISTANCE 
2%

PARISH SUBSIDY 
13%

GRANTS/FOUNDATION/FUNDRAISING
39%

Tuition Revenue and Fees = $483,183 
Parish Subsidy = $283,200
CTO Tuition Assistance =$38,850 
Grants, Foundation and Fundraising = $823,062 
Auxiliary and Misc. Income = $482,100* 

INCOME = $2,110,395

*Includes extraordinary Income or rebates which are funds not typically
recieved on an annual basis. 

FINANCIAL DATA 

Instructional Expenses = $1,711,828 
Building and Maintenance = $154,770 
Student Activities/Programs = $90,067 

EXPENSES = $1,956,665

INSTRUCTIONAL EXPENSES 
87%

BUILDING/MAINTENANCE 
8%

ACTIVITIES/PROGRAMS 
5%



St .  Malachy  Catholic  School

403  W  Clark  Street  .   Creston ,  IA  50801   .   641-782-7125

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=st.+malachy+creston&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8#

